MY/ CHECK YOUR KNOWLEDGE (%

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE,
LIFE AND WORKS

1 Review key concepts about William Shakespeare.

a. Study 2.4.31 to recall the main points.
b. Use the words given to complete the paragraphs below.

action e censor e classes « complex e couplet » dark « disguises ¢ English e four
glove maker « grammar e history « innovative e kings « mortality e playwright e romantic e
seven e shareholder  three

Life

William Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564. His father was

a and a successful businessman. The young Shakespeare probably attended the
local school. In 1582, at the age of 18, he married 26-year-old Anne Hathaway and they
had children. Nothing is known of the next years of his life, but by
1592 he was working in London as an actor and a . He was member of the company of
actors called The Lord Chamberlain’s Men and was also a in the Globe Theatre.

The Plays

For his plays, Shakespeare found ideas in other plays, books and poems. He knew
that his plays had to pass the and offer something for all social

He wrote eight history plays, all of them about English . His tragedies are famous

for their psychologically protagonists and their compelling

His comedies deal with the themes of marriage and gender identity, and
misunderstandings. Most are comedies, but there are also

comedies, such as The Merchant of Venice.

Poetry

Shakespeare wrote 154 sonnets on the themes of love, beauty, the passing of time

and . Most of them are in the form of the sonnet: three quatrains
and a in iambic pentameter. He also wrote other poems, such as The Rape of Lucrece.
Language

Shakespeare’s use of language was ,and he is estimated to have used about

times as many words as the average educated person of those times.

c. Use the key concepts expressed in the paragraphs to make an Organiser for William Shakespeare.

( William Shakespeare (1564-1616) ]

Life

Plays Poetry Language

Outline the main features of the different types of plays that Shakespeare wrote, giving an example
of each.

In what ways did Elizabethan theatre differ from medieval theatre and from the theatre of today?
In what three different roles was Shakespeare involved in the theatre of his times?
Write about 100-120 words. [ Study Skills: How to Plan Writing and Use Cohesive Devices]



