
TRAGEDY, COMEDY AND ROMANCE  
IN SHAKESPEARE
	 1	 Review key concepts about tragedy in Shakespeare.

a.	 Study 2.4.3.2  to recall the main points.
b.	 Use the words given to complete the paragraphs below.

ambition • audience • catastrophe • characters • climax • crisis • decline • destiny • families •  
flaw • guilt • heightened • isolated • lovers • misunderstandings • psychological • soliloquy • tension • 

tragic • Scottish

Tragedy
In tragedy, although the play begins harmoniously, the                are often made aware that 
disaster is to come. The initial sense of happiness experienced by the                increases to 
a                , but this is very soon followed by a moment of                and the situation 
starts to decline until it reaches a final                , often involving the death of the protagonists.
Tragic heroes are usually high on the social scale, but a fatal                in their character 
eventually causes their downfall. Monologue and                are used to reveal the protagonists’ 
feelings and                complexity and their language is                and figurative.
Romeo and Juliet
From the beginning of the play,                is high because the audience are told that there will 
be a                ending. Romeo and Juliet, whose                hate each other, fall in love 
at first sight and secretly marry. Soon afterwards, Tybalt and Mercutio are killed in a street fight, marking 
the start of the                . A series of complications and                eventually lead 
the                to take their own lives.
Macbeth
At the beginning of Shakespeare’s                play, three witches tell Macbeth that he will be 
promoted and eventually become king – this prediction represents Macbeth’s hostile                . 
Almost immediately Macbeth hears that he has been promoted. Driven by                , he and his 
wife kill King Duncan and Macbeth takes the crown. However, feelings of                soon start 
to destroy their happiness. Macbeth becomes increasingly violent and                , and Lady 
Macbeth commits suicide.

c.	 Use the key concepts expressed in the paragraphs to make an Organiser for Tragedy in Shakespeare.

Romeo and JulietCharacteristics Macbeth

Tragedy

	 2	 What are the stages in the structure of tragedy? Explain how the plot of Romeo and Juliet follows this 
structure. Write about 160-190 words. [   Study Skills: How to Plan Writing and Use Cohesive Devices]

	 3	 What role does the supernatural play in making Macbeth a tragic hero? Write about 160-190 words.  
[   Study Skills: How to Plan Writing and Use Cohesive Devices]

CHECK YOUR KNOWLEDGE



	 4	 Review key concepts about comedy and romance in Shakespeare.
a.	 Study 2.4.3.2  to recall the main points.
b.	 Use the words given to complete the paragraphs below.

caricatures • Christian • complications • dark • denouement • dukedom • flat • happy • hopeless • 
injustice • Jew • lends • magician • Milan • Miranda • Portia • pound • psychologically • reuniting • 

tragicomedy

Comedy
The play begins with a series of problems and more                occur as the play develops 
until the situation seems                . Towards the end, however, the problems are gradually 
solved, the                is reached and there is a                ending. The characters are 
usually                characters or                .
The Merchant of Venice
Bassanio needs money to woo Portia and his friend Antonio                him the money by 
borrowing from the                Shylock. When Antonio is unable to repay the loan, Shylock 
demands a                of Antonio’s flesh. Antonio is eventually saved by                . The 
play ends with multiple marriages, including that of Shylock’s daughter to a                .
The Merchant of Venice is considered a “                ” comedy because it also has elements of 
tragedy. For example, Shylock is a                complex character and for him the play has a tragic 
ending.
Romance
Romances are a type of                and Shakespeare’s romances usually include elements 
of the fantastic, the improbable and the mythic. The plot may include resolution of an old conflict 
or                , and the                of divided families. The ending, however, remains partly 
overshadowed by the old conflict.
The Tempest
On an island, the                Prospero conjures a storm and wrecks a ship carrying Alonso, and 
Prospero’s brother Antonio, who many years ago stole Prospero’s                . Once they reach 
land, Prospero torments them. Alonso’s son falls in love with Prospero’s daughter                . In 
the end Prospero reveals he is the Duke of                . Antonio and Alonso repent their actions 
and the families are reunited.

c.	 Use the key concepts expressed in the paragraphs to make an Organiser for Comedy and Romance in 
Shakespeare.

The Merchant of VeniceCharacteristics of Comedy Characteristics of Romance   

Comedy and Romance

The Tempest 

	 5	 Describe the character of Shylock as it is revealed in the play. Say whether or not Shylock is typical 
of characters in comedy and explain your choice. Write about 130-160 words. [   Study Skills: 
How to Plan Writing and Use Cohesive Devices] 

	 6	 In what ways do the characters of Ariel and Caliban contribute to making The Tempest a romance 
rather than a comedy? Write about 130-160 words. [   Study Skills: How to Plan Writing and Use 
Cohesive Devices]
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