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William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
Romeo and Juliet

Read the section introducing William Shakespeare (Stream, pages 87-88) and complete the
accompanying exercises.

Read the summary of the play.

/SUMMARY ® Two noble families of Verona, the Montagues and the Capulets, are at war
against each other. It is an ancient feud that has lasted for many years.The Prince of Verona
warns the two families that they must not fight anymore, or they will risk exile. Young
Romeo Montague is infatuated with a girl called Rosaline. He decides to risk going to a
party held by Lord Capulet because he knows that Rosaline will be there.To remain hidden
from their enemies, he and his friends go to the party in masks. At the party, Romeo sees a
beautiful girl across the room. They speak to each other and fall in love at first sight. After
the party, Romeo goes to the garden below Juliet’s balcony, they speak and declare their
mutual love. The next day, Romeo and Juliet marry in secret with the help of a certain Friar
Lawrence. Shortly after the wedding, Romeo is drawn into a fight.Tybalt,a Capulet and
Juliet’s cousin, kills Mercutio, Romeo’s best friend. Romeo draws his sword and kills Tybalt.
The Prince of Verona exiles Romeo to Mantova.

Juliet’s mother and father arrange their daughter’s marriage to a nobleman, Paris. Juliet

is desperate and goes to the Friar for help. He gives her a potion to drink which will make
her seem dead.The Friar writes to Romeo to tell him of their plan.Their plan works and
Juliet’s family, thinking she is dead, take her body to the family crypt. Romeo receives news
of Juliet’s death and leaves Mantova before the Friar’s letter arrives. He goes to the Capulet
family crypt and sees Juliet. Desperate for her loss, he kills himself by taking poison just
seconds before Juliet awakes from her deep sleep. Juliet sees Romeo and kills herself with
his dagger.The two families, the Capulets and the Montagues, are reconciled after they
understand what has happened to their children.

Read the text. It is one of the last scenes of the play. Divide it into three parts and write in the line
references below.

a. Romeo’s monologue. Lines

b. Juliet’s dialogue with Friar Lawrence. Lines

c. Juliet’s monologue interrupted by the arrival of the Chief Watch. Lines
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WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
(from Act V, Scene 3)

A Churchyard; in it a Monument belonging to the Capulets.

[...]

ROMEO [-..] O my love! my wife!
Death, that hath suck’d the honey of thy breath,
Hath had no power yet upon thy beauty:
Thou art not conquer’d; beauty’s ensign’ yet
5 Is crimson in thy lips and in thy cheeks,
And death’s pale flag is not advanced there.
Tybalt, liest thou there in thy bloody sheet?
O! what more favour can I do to thee,
Than with that hand that cut thy youth in twain
10 To sunder® his that was thine enemy?
Forgive me, cousin! Ah! dear Juliet,
Why art thou yet so fair? Shall I believe
That unsubstantial Death is amorous,
And that the lean abhorred* monster keeps
15 Thee here in dark to be his paramour?
For fear of that I still will stay with thee,
And never from this palace of dim night
Depart again: here, here will I remain
With worms that are thy chambermaids; O! here
20 Will I set up my everlasting rest,
And shake the yoke’ of inauspicious stars
From this world-wearied flesh. Eyes, look your last!
Arms, take your last embrace! and, lips, O you
The doors of breath, seal with a righteous kiss
25 A dateless bargain® to engrossing’ death!
Come, bitter conduct®, come, unsavoury’ guide!
Thou desperate pilot, now at once run on
The dashing rocks" thy sea-sick weary bark™!
Here’s to my love! [Drinks.] O true apothecary!
30 Thy drugs are quick. Thus with a kiss I die. [Dies.]
Enter [...] Friar Laurence.

[...]

ensign: flag (vessillo). engrossing: monopolising (che tutto prende).
twain: archaic for "two’. bitter conduct: unpleasant tasting conductor
sunder: cut in two (spezzare in due). (amaro conduttore).

lean abhorred: skeletal hated (scarno odiato). unsavoury: unpleasant in taste (disgustosa).
shake...yoke: free myself (mi scrollero il giogo). at...rocks: now rush onto the breaking rocks
a...bargain: an agreement that will last for (dirigiti subito sugli scogli che frantumeranno).

ever (un contratto eterno). bark: sailing ship, here "body’ (barca).
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[Juliet wakes.]

JULIET O, comfortable' friar! where is my lord?
I do remember well where I should be,
And there I am.Where is my Romeo? [Noise within.]
FRIAR I hear some noise. Lady, come from that nest
35 Of death, contagion, and unnatural sleep:
A greater power than we can contradict
Hath thwarted our intents'’: come, come away.
Thy husband in thy bosom there lies dead:
And Paris too: come, I'll dispose of thee
40 Among a sisterhood of holy nuns.
Stay not to question, for the watch is coming;
Come, go, good Juliet. — [Noise again.] I dare no
longer stay.
JULIET Go, get thee hence”, for I will not away.
[Exit Friar Laurence.]
45 What'’s here? a cup, clos’d in my true love’s hand?
Poison, I see, hath been his timeless end.
O churl!*® drunk all, and left no friendly drop
To help me after? I will kiss thy lips;
Haply"”, some poison yet doth hang on them,
50 To make me die with a restorative. [Kisses him.]
Thy lips are warm!

FIRST
WATCH [Within.] Lead, boy: which way?
JULIET Yea, noise? then I'll be brief. O happy dagger!

[Snatching’® Romeo’s dagger.]
This is thy sheath [Stabs herself.] there rest,and
let me die.
[Falls on Romeo’s body and dies.]

comfortable: here ’that brings comfort’ O churl!: O how selfish! (Oh egoista!).
(consolatore). Haply: perhaps (forse).

nest: here "home’ (nido). Snatching: taking with decision (afferrando).
hath...intents: has impeded our plans (ha sheath: protective covering, case for the dagger
vanificato i nostri progetti). (fodero).

get...hence: go away from here (via di qui).
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Read the text again and say if the following statements are true or false.

- Romeo thinks that Juliet still looks alive - her lips and cheeks are pink.

- Romeo will not leave the crypt because he is afraid Death wants Juliet as his lover.
- Romeo embraces Juliet but he does not kiss her.

- Romeo has bought a bottle of poison from an apothecary.

- He drinks the poison and suffers a long, slow death.

- When Juliet wakes up, the first thing she asks for is Romeo.

- The Friar wants to get Juliet away from the crypt without telling her about Romeo.
- Juliet tries to drink poison from the lips of Romeo so she can die, too.

- When she kisses him, she realizes that he hasn’'t been dead for very long.
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- She kills herself with poison.

Draw conclusions. Look at the list of Shakespearean themes. Which apply to Romeo and Juliet?
Choose one and explain it to your classmates.

individual strength, weakness and error * good and evil, order and disorder * the nature of kingship
the fall of man « fortune, fate and free will * love and death * the individual and society
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