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William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
Romeo and juliet

1 Read the section introducing William Shakespeare (Stream, pages 87-88) and complete the
accompanying exercises.

2  Read the summary of the play.

/SUMMARY ® Two noble families of Verona, the Montagues and the Capulets, are at war
against each other.It is an ancient feud that has lasted for many years.The Prince of Verona
warns the two families that they must not fight anymore, or they will risk exile. Young
Romeo Montague is infatuated with a girl called Rosaline. He decides to risk going to a
party held by Lord Capulet because he knows that Rosaline will be there.To remain hidden
from their enemies, he and his friends go to the party in masks. At the party, Romeo sees a
beautiful girl across the room. They speak to each other and fall in love at first sight. After
the party, Romeo goes to the garden below Juliet’s balcony, they speak and declare their
mutual love. The next day,Romeo and Juliet marry in secret with the help of a certain Friar
Lawrence. Shortly after the wedding, Romeo is drawn into a fight.Tybalt,a Capulet and
Juliet’s cousin, kills Mercutio, Romeo’s best friend. Romeo draws his sword and kills Tybalt.
The Prince of Verona exiles Romeo to Mantova.

Juliet’s mother and father arrange their daughter’s marriage to a nobleman, Paris. Juliet

is desperate and goes to the Friar for help. He gives her a potion to drink which will make
her seem dead.The Friar writes to Romeo to tell him of their plan.Their plan works and
Juliet’s family, thinking she is dead, take her body to the family crypt. Romeo receives news
of Juliet’s death and leaves Mantova before the Friar’s letter arrives. He goes to the Capulet
family crypt and sees Juliet. Desperate for her loss, he kills himself by taking poison just
seconds before Juliet awakes from her deep sleep.Juliet sees Romeo and kills herself with
his dagger.The two families, the Capulets and the Montagues, are reconciled after they
understand what has happened to their children.

3 Read the text which shows the moment when Romeo and Juliet first meet at the party.
a. When does Romeo discover that the beautiful girl across the room is Juliet and that she is a Capulet?
b. Divide the extract into these parts. Write in the line references below.

Lines A short dialogue between Romeo and a servant.
Lines Romeo’s monologue.
Lines Romeo and Juliet’s dialogue.

Lines Juliet’s nurse’s dialogue with Romeo.
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WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

(from Act |, Scene 5)

A hall in Capulet’s house.
ROMEO  [To a Servingman.] What lady is that, which doth enrich the hand
Of yonder” knight?

SERVANT I know not, sir.

RoMEO  O!she doth teach the torches to burn bright.

ROMEO

JULIET

5 It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night

Like a rich jewel in an Ethiope’s” ear;

Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear!

So shows a snowy dove’ trooping with crows’,
As yonder lady o’er her fellows®shows.

10 The measure done®, I'll watch her place of stand,
And, touching hers, make blessed my rude hand.
Did my heart love till now? Forswear it’, sight!
For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night.

[...]

[To Juliet.] If I profane with my unworthiest hand

15 This holy shrine®, the gentle sin is this;
My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand
To smooth” that rough touch with a tender kiss.

Good pilgrim, you do wrong your hand too much

Which mannerly* devotion shows in this;
20 For saints have hands that pilgrims’ hands do touch,
And palm to palm" is holy palmers™” kiss.

RoOMEO  Have not saints lips,and holy palmers too?
JULIET Ay, pilgrim,lips that they must use in prayer.
RoMEO  O! then,dear saint, let lips do what hands do;

25 They pray, grant thou” lest faith turn to despair*.

JULIET  Saints do not move, though grant for prayers’ sake*.

yonder: archaic for ‘over there’ (Ia).

Ethiope: an Elizabethan word used for ‘black
African’.

So...dove: in this way a white bird appears (cosi
appare una bianca colomba).

trooping...crows: in the company of large
black birds (in compagnia di corvi).
o’er...fellows: here ‘in comparison to her lady
companions’ (rispetto alle sue compagne).
The...done: when the dance finishes (quando
finisce il ballo).

Forswear it: declare it untrue (rinnegalo).

holy shrine: a container for sacred relics, here
her hand (reliquiario).

smooth: here ‘mitigate’ (mitigare,
ammorbidire).

mannerly: here ‘proper’ (corretto).

palm... palm: here ‘one palm of your hand
against another’ (palmo contro palmo).
palmers: medieval pilgrims, who having
visited the Holy Land, returned carrying a
palm leaf.

grant thou: answer their prayer (accontentare).
lest...despair: for fear that faith changes
into despair (per timore che la fede si trasformi in
disperazione).

grant...sake: concede as a consequence of
prayer (esaudiscano le preghiere).
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RoMEO  Then move not,while my prayer’s effect I take.
Thus from my lips, by thine, my sin is purg’d.
JULIET  Then have my lips the sin that they have took.
ROMEO 30 Sin from my lips? O trespass’® sweetly urg’d”’!
Give me my sin again.
JULIET You kiss by the book*.
NURSE Madam, your mother craves’ a word with you.
RoMEO  What is her mother?
NURSE Marry*’, bachelor,
Her mother is the lady of the house,
35 And a good lady, and a wise and virtuous
I nurs’d her daughter, that you talk’d withal*;
I tell you he that can lay hold of her
Shall have the chinks™.
ROMEO Is she a Capulet?
O dear account!** my life is my foe’s debt™.

trespass: violation (violazione, trasgressione). chinks: archaic for ‘coins, money’

urg’'d: encouraged (sollecitata, incitata). (denaro).

by...book: in the correct manner (da manuale). O...account!: a terrible price to pay! (un prezzo
craves: desires (desidera). terribile da pagare!).

Marry: archaic, an exclamation of surprise. my...debt: my life is now in the hands of my
withal: archaic for ‘with’. family’s enemy (la mia vita e nelle mani di una
lay...her: can make her his (che la fara sua). famiglia nemica).

Read the first part of the extract again (lines 1-13).
A. Where does Capulet hold his party? How do you know?
B. What is the main idea in Romeo’s monologue?
Juliet is very rich.
Juliet is dressed elegantly.
Juliet is incredibly beautiful.
Juliet dances well.
Juliet is flirting with a young knight.
C. Where in the monologue does Romeo do the following?
a. He uses two similes to underline Juliet’s beauty.
b. He says he will go over and touch Juliet’s hand when the dance is over.
c. He swears he has never been in love before that night.

Move on to Romeo and Juliet’s dialogue (lines 14-32).
A. Notice how Shakespeare uses very few stage directions. Insert these invented stage directions in an
appropriate place in the dialogue.

[Romeo approaches Juliet and touches her hand.] Line
[Juliet places the palm of her hand against the palm of Romeo’s hand.] Line
[Romeo and Juliet kiss.] Line
[Romeo and Juliet kiss for a second time.] Line

[Enter Juliet’s nurse.] Line
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B. Put these paraphrases of Romeo and Juliet’s dialogue in the correct order. Then rewrite the summary
as a coherent paragraph, avoiding repetition.
Juliet says that saints do not move.
Juliet says that now she has his sin on her lips.
Romeo asks Juliet if saints and pilgrims have lips.
1) Romeo says that, like a pilgrim at the shrine of a saint, he will rectify his sin of touching Juliet’s
hand by giving her a tender kiss.
Romeo asks Juliet not to move while he kisses her to remove his sin.
Juliet says that Romeo kisses very well.
Romeo asks for another kiss to take his sin back.
Juliet says that he has committed no sin because pilgrims often touch saints’ hands.
Juliet replies that they do and that they use them for praying.
Romeo asks Juliet to let their lips kiss.

C. What do Romeo and Juliet show about their personalities here? Read these assertions about Romeo
and Juliet and say if you agree or do not agree with them, and why.

a. Inthis scene, Romeo is the dominant character. Juliet does not move during the first kiss and
simply allows Romeo to kiss her.

b. Juliet seems timid and naive.

c. Once again, during the second kiss, Romeo is the dominant character and Juliet is passive.

D. The language of the dialogue is very powerful. Underline the words which best describe the language.
The dialogue between Romeo and Juliet is based on a(n) short / extended, religious metaphor / simile
in which Romeo becomes a sinning pilgrim / a saint and Juliet a sinning pilgrim / a saint.

This figure of speech / language of sense impression gives to Romeo and Juliet’s newfound love a
sense of purity and passion / sensuality and sin.
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