MY/ CHECK YOUR KNOWLEDGE (%

POLITICS AND POWER

1 Review key concepts about Politics and Power.
a. Study 25.2 to recall the main points.
b. Use the words given to complete the paragraphs below.

ear » Elsinore e father « immorally  indecision e intrigue « Machiavellian « mad ¢ aims ¢ misinformation e
monarchy e overhearing e plotting e political « revenge e rulers « throne e truth « uncle « politics

Power Struggles in Hamlet
The main theme of Hamlet is , but it also explores the nature of ,
ruthlessness, loyalty and manipulation. Hamlet returns to Castle after the

death of his father, the King of Denmark, to find his mother has married his ,
Claudius, who is now King. His father's ghost makes it clear that he was murdered by Claudius.

After much and pretending to be , Hamlet finally avenges

his by killing Claudius but is himself also killed.

In Hamlet, the human is an important motif used to

show how words can be manipulated and the distorted. Listening in on

and conversations is an important channel of both information and

Machiavellian Politics and Hamlet

In the Renaissance, power struggles and political were frequent and there was
widespread discussion about the nature of . In 1513 Niccolo Machiavelli published The
Prince, in which he put forward the idea that often need to act in
order to maintain their positions. In Hamlet, Claudius acts in true style, murdering his
brother and to murder his nephew in order to take and keep the

He also spies on and manipulates those round him to achieve his

c. Use the key concepts expressed in the paragraphs to make an Organiser for Politics and Power.

( Politics and Power )
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Power struggles in Hamlet Machiavelli Machiavellian Politics in Hamlet
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2 In the soliloquy that you read, what image does Hamlet give of his father? How does he view Claudius?
Write about 110-140 words. [ Study Skills: How to Plan Writing and Use Cohesive Devices]

3 How is the motif of the ear used in the dialogue between Hamlet and his father’s ghost? How does
the use of the ear motif relate to the ideas expressed by Machiavelli in The Prince?
Write about 120-150 words. [ Study Skills: How to Plan Writing and Use Cohesive Devices]



