
CROSS CURRICULAR WORKSHOP

POLITICS AND POWER •  
ART AND ARCHITECTURE
In the Renaissance, art was highly decorative. However, it could also serve a function such as reminding 
people of the greatness of the ruling monarch, helping them to maintain their hold on power. Architecture was 
characterised by an attention to proportion and symmetry, but also valued both elegance and practicality.

	 1	 Look at this portrait of Elizabeth I. It is one of three versions of the ‘Armada Portrait’, this one being 
referred to as the ‘Drake version’, since it might have been commissioned by Sir Francis Drake. Which 
historical event is remembered in its title? What happened?
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	 2	 Focus on the objects contained in the painting.

A.	 Find the following objects. 

pearls • ships on a calm sea • a mermaid • a ruff (ornamental collar) • ships on a stormy sea •  
a crown • twin pillars • a globe

B.	 What might the objects you have found symbolise as representations of Elizabeth’s power and 
greatness? Match the objects with their possible symbolic meanings.

a.	  � pearls
b.	  �� a mermaid
c.	  �� a globe
d.	  �� ships on a calm sea

e.	  �� ships on a stormy sea
f.	  �� a crown
g.	  �� twin pillars
h.	  �� a ruff

1.	 The right to rule in England and abroad. 
2.	 The sun’s rays with the sun at their centre, giver of warmth and goodness.
3.	 Chastity, purity, virginity.
4.	 The pillars of Hercules, the westernmost point of the classical world.
5.	 The desire to colonise and control the Americas.
6.	 The chaos of Catholic Europe, the Spanish fleet.
7.	 The ability to have power over seamen.
8.	 A calm force for good, the English fleet.

	 3	� Divide into two groups. Group A will watch the   Documentary Architecture in the Elizabethan 
Age. Group B will watch the   Documentary Burghley House. 
a.	 Watch your video for the first time. Write down what struck you most.
b.	 Watch the documentary again. Take more detailed notes.
c.	 Organise and complete your notes by talking to other members of your group. 
d.	 Share what you have learned with classmates from the other group.
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