MY/ CHECK YOUR KNOWLEDGE (%

EXPRESSIONS OF LOVE
IN THE RENAISSANCE

1 Review key concepts about Expressions of Love in the Renaissance.
a. Study 2,51 to recall the main points.
b. Use the words given to complete the paragraphs below.

attractive « couplet « courtly » conventional « dark « gentler « idealises « immortalises e lyrical
medieval e Petrarchan e« special » sestet  three o turn « two « unattainable ¢ young ¢ 154 « 300

The Sonnet

In the Renaissance the sonnet was often used to express feelings of love, a
tradition that originated in times. Itis a poem of 14 lines

and exists in two main types: the Italian (or ) sonnet and the English (or
Shakespearean) sonnet. The Italian sonnet consists of an octave (or two quatrains) followed by a
sestet (or tercets), while the English sonnet has quatrains and a
final . They both have a (change in subject matter), which in the
Italian sonnet occurs with the ,and in the English sonnet with the couplet.
Shakespeare’s sonnets

Shakespeare wrote sonnets. In Sonnet XVIII, which is dedicated to

a man, the speaker says his love is more beautiful and than a
summer’s day. At the end he concludes that the object of his love will remain forever beautiful thanks to
the sonnet which him.

Sonnet CXXX is dedicated to a lady, in contrast to the courtly love tradition

that female beauty. The speaker states that his lady is not in
the sense, but that this makes his love for her very

Petrarch

The sonnet was probably invented by Giacomo Da Lentini in the 1200s, but it was Petrarch who
popularised it in the 1300s. Petrarch wrote more than sonnets dedicated to Laura, a
beautiful but lady.

c. Use the key concepts expressed in the paragraphs to make an Organiser for Expressions of Love in
the Renaissance.
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2 Outline the main themes of Shakespeare’s Sonnet XVIIl. How do these fit the form of the sonnet?
Write about 100-120 words. [ Study Skills: How to Plan Writing and Use Cohesive Devices]

3 In what ways is Shakespeare’s Sonnet CXXX a typical Elizabethan sonnet? And in what ways is it
untypical? Write about 100-120 words. [> Study Skills: How to Plan Writing and Use Cohesive Devices]



