MY/ CHECK YOUR KNOWLEDGE (%

CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE

1 Review key concepts about Christopher Marlowe.
a. Study 2.4.2 to recall the main points.
b. Use the words given to complete the paragraphs below.

allegorical » anguish « blank « devil « human « imagery « Jew ¢ knowledge « medieval e passion
powerful e religious » Renaissance ¢ scholar « soul  tavern e tragic » Wits

Life and Works

Christopher Marlowe was born in 1564. He was educated at Cambridge University and was member of a
group of playwrights known as the University . His reputation is based on four great
of Malta, Edward Il and Doctor Faustus. His short life was

in 1593.

The protagonists of Marlowe’s four main plays live in a world beyond ordinary

plays: Tamburlaine, The

wild and violent and he was killed in a London

and meet a endina

experience, are dominated by a single
frightening way.

Marlowe used language, far removed from the language of everyday life. He wrote in

verse, establishing this as the predominant verse form of drama.
Doctor Faustus
Doctor Faustus was written sometime between 1588 and 1592. Based on a legend, it
tells the story of a , Doctor Faustus, who signs a pact with the
Faustus offers his in exchange for 24 years of unlimited and
pleasure. At the end of the 24 years, he regrets his choice and expresses his and

despair as he desperately tries to find a way to escape his terrible destiny.

The language is rich in refined and literary, and

philosophical references. While Faustus is a complex character, the play also includes

some characters, such as Virtue and Evil.

c. Use the key concepts expressed in the paragraphs to make an Organiser for Christopher Marlowe.

[

( Christopher Marlowe (1564-1593) ]

]

Life and Works

r

Protagonists

Doctor Faustus

2 In what ways is Doctor Faustus typical of Marlowe’s tragic heroes in general? Write about 100-120 words.
> Study Skills: How to Plan Writing and Use Cohesive Devices]

3 What are the two means of escape that Faustus contemplates in lines 23-31 in the soliloquy that you
read? Comment on the language and imagery used. Write about 100-120 words. [> Study Skills:
How to Plan Writing and Use Cohesive Devices]



