CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: FIRST | TEST A

Speaking

About the Speaking test

The Speaking test lasts for about 14 minutes. You take the test with another candidate (called your
‘partner’). There are two examiners — one will speak to you and your partner, the other will only listen.
Both examiners will award marks. The listening examiner gives five different marks: grammar and
vocabulary, discourse management, pronunciation and interactive communication. The speaking
examiner awards one mark for overall performance.

Part 1 (2 minutes)

The examiner will ask you and your partner questions about yourselves. You may be asked
questions about everyday topics such as your family, how you spend your free time and your career
plans.

Part 2 (4 minutes: 1-minute ‘long turn’ for each candidate and 30 seconds for a response from the
second candidate)

In this part of the Speaking test, the examiner will show you two photographs and will ask you to talk
about them for one minute. Your partner will then be asked a question about your photographs.

Then the examiner will show your partner two different photographs. Your partner will talk about
these photographs for one minute. This time the examiner will ask you a question about your
partner’s photographs.

Part 3 (4 minutes)

Now the examiner will ask you and your partner to talk together. The examiner will give you a piece
of paper with a question written on it and some ideas to help you. You and your partner talk together
about the question, listening and responding to each other’s ideas, agreeing and disagreeing. You
should both take turns so that you speak for the same amount of time. The examiner will then ask a
further question to encourage you to summarise your discussion.

Part 4 (4 minutes)

The examiner will ask some further questions related to the Part 3 topic. The idea is to have a
discussion in a little more depth about the topic. The examiner may ask you to answer questions on
your own, or may encourage you to discuss questions with your partner.
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Speaking test
Examiner’s script

Part 1

Interlocutor:
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2 minutes (3 minutes for groups of three)

Good morning/afternoon/evening. My name is .......... and this is my colleague ........ .

And your names are?

Can | have your mark sheets, please?
Thank you.

e Where are you from, (Candidate A)?
¢ And you, (Candidate B)?

First we'd like to know something about you.

Select one or more questions from any of the following categories, as appropriate.

Free time

e What kind of TV programmes do you like watching? ...... (Why?)
¢ Do you prefer to spend your free time inside or outside your home? ...... (Why?)

Everyday life

e What do you enjoy most about your studies or work? ...... (Why?)
e What is your favourite time of the day? ...... (Why?)

Future plans

e What do you hope to do in a few years from now? ...... (Why?)
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Part 2 4 minutes (6 minutes for groups of three)

Interlocutor: In this part of the test, I’'m going to give each of you two photographs. I'd like you to talk
about your photographs on your own for about a minute, and also to answer a question
about your partner’s photographs.

(Candidate A), it’s your turn first. Here are your photographs (indicate the photographs on
page 24). They show people writing letters.

I'd like you to compare the photographs, and say why you think the people have decided
to write in these different ways.

All right?
Candidate A: [One minute]
Interlocutor: Thank you.
(Candidate B), do you often write emails to people? (Why? / Why not?)
Candidate B: [Approximately 30 seconds]
Interlocutor: Thank you.

Now, (Candidate B), here are your photographs (indicate the photographs on p.25). They
show people doing different sports.

I’d like you to compare the photographs, and say what you think the people are enjoying
about doing these sports.

All right?
Candidate B: [One minute]
Interlocutor: Thank you.

(Candidate A), which of these sports would you prefer to do? (Why?)
Candidate A: [Approximately 30 seconds]

Interlocutor: Thank you.
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Part 3 4 minutes (5 minutes for groups of three)

Interlocutor: Now, Id like you to talk about something together for about two minutes. (3 minutes for
groups of three)

Many people do their shopping online these days instead of going shopping in
town. Here are some advantages and reasons for shopping in different places and
a question for you to discuss. First you have some time to look at the task (indicate the
prompts on page 26).

Allow 15 seconds.

Now, talk to each other about whether it’s better to shop online or to go shopping in
town.

Candidates: [Two minutes (3 minutes for groups of three)]

Interlocutor: Thank you. Now you have about a minute to decide whether it’s better to shop online or to
go shopping in town.

Candidates: [One minute] (After 30 seconds the interlocutor will move on if the candidates have finished
their summary.)

Interlocutor: Thank you.

Part 4 4 minutes (6 minutes for groups of three)

Interlocutor: Use the following questions, in order, as appropriate:

Select any of the following
prompts, as appropriate:

e What do you think?

e Do you agree?

e And you?

e Why do you think some people enjoy shopping so much?

e Where do most people do their shopping in your area? ......
(Why do they like to go there?)

e Do you think it’s true that some people buy things just to be
like their friends? ...... (Why? / Why not?)

e Do you think people really need all the things they buy? ......
(Why? / Why not?)

e Some people say that it’s better to repair things than buy new things. What do you think?

e Do you think it’s true that people spend too much money these days, and they don’t save
enough? ...... (Why? / Why not?)

Thank you. That is the end of the test.
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Visual materials for the Speaking test

Why have the people decided to write in these different ways? 1
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What are the people enjoying about doing these different sports? 2
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